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Division 55: Law Reform Commission of Western Australia, $944 000 � 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Mr C.C. Porter, Attorney General. 

Ms H. Kay, Executive Officer. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Girrawheen. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I refer to the outcomes at the bottom of page 728 of the budget papers. What matters is the 
commission currently working on and what reports are pending? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I will let Ms Kay answer that question directly. 

Ms H. Kay: The Law Reform Commission is currently working on several references. We are currently looking 
at the Coroner�s Court reference, which is quite a lengthy reference, as members have heard already. We are also 
looking at a reference on court intervention programs, which deals with matters like problem-oriented courts and 
the Drug Court et cetera. A final report on that reference is due at the end of this financial year�hopefully June. 
There is also a reference on juries; we are looking at the selection and eligibility of people on a jury. That 
discussion paper should be available within the next few months. We recently received a reference on the sex 
offender register, whereby we are looking at young children who are getting caught within the register who are 
not necessarily � 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Sorry, I just missed Ms Kay�s answer. My ears are old. 

Ms H. Kay: That is okay. About a month ago we received a new reference on the sex offender register. We have 
not started work on that as yet � 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Is that as to how it has an impact on young people? 

Ms H. Kay: Yes, as it has an impact on young people. We found that there has been quite the situation whereby 
young people are being captured by the sex offender register when that was not really the intention of the 
register, as I understand. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Teenage experimentation. 

Ms H. Kay: That is right. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: That was my reference to the commission. I think it comes under the banner colloquially of 
�young love�, which is the banner that people seem to ascribe to this problem, and it comes up with some 
regularity. There have been a few instances of it in this jurisdiction and a few that have been spoken about in 
Parliament. I am very keen to try to take the public interest based politics out of this issue by giving the reference 
to the Law Reform Commission to come up with ways in which the integrity of the legislation is maintained 
whilst perhaps preventing the necessity for the types of individuals who fall under this unusual banner from 
going on the register. 

The CHAIRMAN: Members, are there any other questions on � 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Is that the only reference the Attorney General has made? Sorry. 

The CHAIRMAN: The question, member for Mindarie. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The Chairman asked whether there were any other questions, so I just jumped straight in 
there! I am sorry; I should have waited for the call. 

The CHAIRMAN: The member is just so quick! 

Mr C.C. PORTER: At this stage it is the only one, and I had several meetings with the Law Reform 
Commissioners to try to ascertain what their usual workload is in terms of having a number of matters on the go 
at once. I certainly took the view coming into the job that the commission might usefully undertake a greater 
number�without giving anyone heart palpitations�of smaller references, like the one that we have just 
mentioned. Many of the references are very, very long and very, very complicated, but to try to keep the 
commission very public it seemed to me that there were some smaller references it could look at. It may be that 
more of those will flow in the future, but that has been the first and only reference made at this point in time. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Given the government�s failure to identify any case of serious assault under section 318 of 
the Criminal Code, as amended, would the Attorney General consider sending it to the Law Reform Commission 
for investigation as to whether any offenders who should have gone to jail escaped, because that is within this 
commission�s warrant? 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 May 2009] 

 p180b-181a 
Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr Christian Porter; Mr John Quigley 

 [2] 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I do not know whether that project would be the best use of the commission�s time. I know 
the member has a view about that, which I have heard on several occasions. I have an alternative view about 
whether people would be caught by the legislation and whether there are examples of sentences that have 
occurred for which the disposition has been other than immediate imprisonment in circumstances whereby, with 
respect to the mandatory sentencing legislation, we might expect a different result. I do not know whether there 
is a line item for the Law Reform Commission that directly relates to that. I would be happy to go into that in 
some detail now, if the member would like to expend the time on it, as to my alternate view, but I will spare the 
member. I will simply answer that I am not intending to give that over as a reference note.  

The appropriation was recommended. 
[8.00 pm] 
 


